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Piper Aircraft and International AeroTech Academy Create Industry
Leading Program to Secure the Next Generation of Aviation

Maintenance Professionals

VERO BEACH, Fla., September 21, 2021 - Piper Aircraft and International AeroTech Academy announced today a

joint program to provide Piper with the next generation of aviation maintenance professionals. 

The aviation industry relies on professional maintenance technicians to ensure aircraft are built to the highest
standards, but demand for qualified maintenance technicians will outpace supply as early as 2022. Current industry
forecasts indicate that 739,000 technicians are needed globally, with 192,000 needed in North America alone.

To help meet Piper’s need for skilled team members, the company is collaborating with International AeroTech
Academy to create a pipeline for qualified Airframe and Powerplant Mechanics for Piper’s Vero Beach manufacturing
facility. This flow through program is the first of its kind between the legacy manufacturer and an aircraft
maintenance training provider and includes a potential job offer prior to beginning the training.

“We are excited about the new business relationship that we are forging with International AeroTech. We are in a
unique position to help strengthen the talent pipeline by providing job opportunities at the beginning of the student’s
education, which we believe will help attract additional candidates to the program and to Piper Aircraft”, said Greg
Wendel, Senior Director of Manufacturing. 

Students at International AeroTech Academy will have the opportunity to interview with Piper prior to beginning
Airframe and Powerplant Mechanic training. Upon successfully completing the interview Piper will provide students
with a conditional letter of employment contingent upon the students’ successful completion of the AeroTech
training program.  Following graduation, selected candidates will begin employment at Piper’s aircraft production
facility. In addition, graduates will receive a $3,000 signing bonus and an annual tuition reimbursement stipend of
$2,400 per year for up to ten years.

“We are very excited to partner with Piper in our new Airframe & Powerplant maintenance training academy. The
aviation industry is now and will continue to experience a severe shortage of qualified maintenance professionals.
Our new partnership creates a defined career path at one of the most recognized names in aviation. The availability
of tuition financing coupled with Piper’s signing bonus and annual stipend creates a unique opportunity to attract,
train and retain the next generation of aviation maintenance professionals,” said Steven Markhoff, President & CEO
of International Aero Tech Academy.

About Piper Aircraft

Piper Aircraft Inc., headquartered in Vero Beach, Fla., offers aviators throughout the world efficient and reliable single and twin-

engine aircraft and is the first general aviation aircraft manufacturer in the world to certify Garmin Autoland. The single-engine

M-Class series – the M600SLS, M500, and M350 – offers businesses and individual’s exceptional performance, value and a

superior ownership experience. The Personal Class Seneca V, Archer LX and Archer DLX balance proven performance, efficiency,



and simplicity in a piston-powered aircraft. The Trainer Class Pilot 100i, Archer TX, Archer DX, Arrow, Seminole and Seneca V

aircraft form the most complete technically advanced line of pilot training aircraft in the world. Piper is a member of the General

Aviation Manufacturers Association. To learn more about Piper Aircraft, visit the company’s website at www.piper.com

About International AeroTech Academy 
International AeroTech Academy (www.InternationalAeroTechAcademy.com) is part of the most comprehensive aviation

training organization in the U.S. It includes International Aero Academy an FAA 141 international flight academy, International

Aero Charters an FAA certified 135 Air Carrier and International Aero Maintenance, an FAA 145 certified repair station.
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